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DECA Chapter Grant Allowable Expenditures 2026-27

The purpose of this document is to help California DECA chapters properly utilize California Department of
Education (CDE) Chapter Grant funds to strengthen their local DECA programs. These funds must be used in
accordance with the requirements established by the California Department of Education. Each chapter is
responsible for ensuring grant funds are expended only for allowable purposes consistent with the guidelines
outlined in this document.

Grant funds will be distributed directly to eligible chapters by check. Please review this document carefully to
understand the eligibility requirements, allowable expenditures, and other conditions governing the use of
these funds.

CDE Chapter Grant funds are available only to California DECA chapters at public high schools, including
charter schools. Chapters at private schools are not eligible to receive CDE Chapter Grant funding.

To be eligible to receive funds a DECA Chapter must meet the following requirements regarding Career and
Technical Education, as mandated by the California Department of Education:

1. The high school must offer a CTE program or pathway that is aligned with the ideals and standards of
DECA - for students interested in marketing, finance, hospitality, management, and
entrepreneurship.

2. Bean approved organization on campus with a certificated faculty member serving as your advisor.

3. The advisor must have a CTE credential or Single Subject Credential in one of the following approved
areas: Business and Finance; Marketing, Sales and Services; Hospitality and Tourism or a Single
Subject Credential in Business or Home Economics.

4. All students participating in California DECA must be enrolled in a pathway (or have taken all of the
courses available in the pathway) in one of the following Career and Technical Education (CTE) areas:
Marketing, Business Management and Administration, Hospitality and Tourism and Finance.

General Areas Funds Can Be Used

The California Department of Education has stipulated that funds may be generally used in the following
broad areas:

DECA supplies and materials

DECA organization activities

DECA Chapter Affiliation fees

DECA advisor expenses

Examples of Non-Allowable Expenditures
o The portion of a student’s conference registration fee attributable to food, lodging, awards, social
events, or recreation
Student food and lodging expenses
Student out-of-state travel
Items that become the personal property of a student or advisor (e.g., jackets, uniforms,
briefcases, or pins)
Costs associated with social events or activities, such as dances or dinners
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California DECA Options for Grant Funding Use
Within these guidelines, California DECA chapters may use CDE Chapter Grant funds for the following
approved expenditures:

1. DECA Conference Registration
Grant funds may be used to pay registration fees for California DECA conferences and events,
including Ultimate DECA Power Trip, District Career Development Conferences, the State Career
Development Conference, and the International Career Development Conference.

Grant funds used for student conference registration must be distributed equitably among
participating chapter members and may not be used to benefit only a select group of students.
This restriction does not apply to chapter advisors. Grant funds may be used to to assist the
teacher in participating and attending the California DECA event.

2. DECA School Affiliation/Curriculum Program Model
Use grant funds to assist with paying your chapter’s School Affiliation/Curriculum Program fees.
Once a chapter submits their Affiliation/Curriculum Program fee they become an official
California DECA Local Chapter. Official Local Chapters gain access to a wide variety of
curriculum, resources, programs, and college and career development experiences.

3. DECA Curriculum and Career Development Event Materials from ShopDECA
ShopDECA maintains a number of publications, resources, and event materials for educators to
use for instruction or for chapters to use in preparation for participation in DECA programs and
competitions.

Curriculum Materials: https://www.shopdeca.org/collections/advisor-resources

4. DECA Blazers from ShopDECA
Purchasing DECA Blazers for your chapter is an allowable expenditure as long as they remain the
property of your chapter and are not given to a student to become their personal property.

DECA Blazers: https://www.shopdeca.org/collections/blazers

5. DECA Marketing Materials for Your Chapter from ShopDECA
ShopDECA has a number of items available to help promote your chapter. Items like trophies,
awards, apparrell and items given as gifts/incentives are not allowable. However, items for the
general promotion of DECA in your school are approved. An example of this would be Chapter
Promotion items: https://www.shopdeca.org/collections/chapter-promotion

Questions
Email questions to grants@californiadeca.org and we’ll reply at our first opportunity.
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